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Aldermen approve
outdoor mask mandate
KENNETH NIEMEYER
thedmnews@gmail.com

The Oxford Board of Aldermen voted to reinstate an
outdoor mask mandate at a
meeting on Monday after photos of large mask-less crowds
on the Square began circulating on social media last week.
The mandate requires people
to wear face coverings while in
outdoor public spaces where
social distancing is not pos-

sible, which includes when
standing in lines to enter bars.
Masks are also required indoors at all businesses except
restaurants and bars while sitting at a table.
The board approved its
first mask mandate on April
23 of last year, which required
masks in all indoor businesses.
On Aug. 4, the board voted to
expand the mandate to those
waiting outside in crowds due
to growing crowd sizes on the

Square but reversed the decision shortly afterward.
Photos of large crowds
waiting to get into bars on
the Square began circulating
after students returned to Oxford for the first week of the
spring semester, and prior to
Monday’s mandate, Mayor
Robyn Tannehill said that she
had heard concerns about the
crowds.
“I have received several

SEE MANDATE PAGE 3
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An Oxford local holds his mask by his side outside the
entrance to Square Pizza.

$40+ cover charges meet student opposition
WILL CARPENTER

thedmnews@gmail.com

Ole Miss students have become increasingly dissatisfied
with the prices that Oxford bars
are charging for cover. During
the pandemic, some students
reported seeing covers as high as
$60, but typically cover charges
on the Square sit between $20
and $40.
Discussion around the topic
has increased since a post from
the Instagram account “Strike
the Bars Oxford” went viral
among university students on
Jan. 15. In the account’s first
post, it called for the Ole Miss
student body to “come together over a common cause” and
“fight the corruption” of high
covers.
It’s unclear how serious the
account was intended to be, but
nonetheless, it has amassed over
ILLUSTRATION: KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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Seeing Resilience
After four years of Rebel soccer, Channing Foster
reflects on how injury led to triumph
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com

When small-town Kentucky
soccer player Channing Foster
stepped foot onto the Ole Miss
campus in 2017, she instantly fell in love. After moving to
Chicago to pursue competitive
soccer, overcoming her rare
joint disorder and undergoing
knee surgery, Foster landed in a
sea full of cardinal red and navy

blue. Now, in her fourth year on
the team, the forward holds four
All-SEC titles and a recent second bid to the pros.
Foster’s story starts simply:
influenced by an older sibling to
become familiar with the game
at three years old. From then
on, soccer became the main focus of her life, and her parents
remained the main source of
inspiration.
The young star-in-the-making began playing for teams in
Nashville and Chicago during

high school until she underwent
an osteochondritis dissecans
(OCD) lesion and cartilage tear
injury that threatened the college recruiting process and put
her love for the game on hold.
“I would say that was probably the toughest time in my life,”
Foster said. “It taught me a lot
and helped my love for the game
to grow even more because like
they say: you don’t know what
you’ve got until it’s gone. Losing
it for a while and not being able
to play made me all the more

SEE RESILIENCE PAGE 4
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ACROSS THE STATE

Officials see rise in human trafficking
Law enforcement updates practices to support victims
MORGAN O’NEAL

thedmnews@gmail.com

Human trafficking is one of
the most profitable illegal enterprises globally — and officials are saying that the crime
is “on the rise” in the state of
Mississippi.
According to the International Labor Organization, the
business of human trafficking
generates an estimated $150
billion in illegal profits every
year, and there is no estimate
as to how much of that is produced in Mississippi.
The state Attorney General’s office, the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation and other
law enforcement agencies operated a week-long operation
in December “to locate individuals attempting to lure children
to meet for sex or asking them
to produce child pornography.”
The operation resulted in at
least three arrests and one sentencing.
“Unfortunately, child exploitation cases are on the rise
as predators seek to exploit the
increasing number of children
and teenagers using the internet unsupervised,” Fitch said in
a press release. “I am committed to putting an end to the victimization of our most vulnerable through child exploitation
and pornography.”
The month before, six men
were arrested in Oxford in
connection with procuring
prostitution as part of a joint
undercover human trafficking
investigation, and in October, a
similar operation in Southaven
led to the arrest of seven people
in DeSoto County.
The most recent data on
trafficking in Mississippi shows
that 148 cases were reported in
the state in 2019, and Fitch said
that human trafficking in Mississippi is more prevalent than
ever.
“There is a common misconception that because Mississippi is a smaller, more conservative state, an issue like
human trafficking isn’t as relevant. That could not be further
from the truth,” Fitch said.
Ashlee Lucas, statewide
human trafficking coordinator
for the MBI, said there were
235 human trafficking reports
in Mississippi between July 1,
2019 and August 31, 2020. Sex
trafficking accounted for 226
of the reports, and 124 of those
were reported to be trafficked
by a family member.
“It’s super difficult to look at
these cases on a day to day basis, and to look at these reports
and realize how many children
in our state — they’re not safe,”
Lucas said. “Our communities
are not doing a good job at recognizing trafficking for what it
is.”
Lucas said human traffick-

ing is frequent in Mississippi because of its prevalency
across the country. She also
said her experience has shown
her that no community is immune to the problem of human
trafficking.
“There are communities

ILLUSTRATION BY: KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Amtrak. This makes our state
an ideal method of transportation to move victims,” Fitch
said.
Jeff McCutchen, Chief of
the Oxford Police Department,
compared human traffickers’
transportation strategies to

“There is a common misconception

that because Mississippi is a smaller,
more conservative state, an issue like
human trafficking isn’t as relevant. That
could not be further from the truth.”
- Lynn Fitch
Attorney General of Mississippi

listed in reports that are so
small that I’ve never even
heard of them, and I’ve been
in Mississippi all my life. It’s
across the state,” Lucas said.
According to Fitch, Mississippi’s port access on the Gulf
Coast and major interstates
make the state an prime location for traffickers to move victims.
“Traffickers use the ports
and the roads to take victims
to multiple large airports surrounding Mississippi or to the
state’s connecting stops for the

those of the narcotics trade.
“There’s going to be hubs
of where the product comes in,
and then there’s areas where
it’s dispersed out,” McCutchen
said. “It’s the same thing with
human trafficking.”
As first responders, local
law enforcement agencies play
a vital role in identifying and
responding to human trafficking cases. McCutchen said local
law enforcement is working to
change its mindset surrounding human trafficking and
adapting the way victims are

treated.
“We arrested six males (on
Nov. 13). If you go back —
probably five years and before
that — we’re arresting women,
thinking that we’re going to arrest them out of (prostitution)
and that they won’t go back
because they got caught,” McCutchen said. “That found out
to be very, very bad information and tactics.”
Sandy Middleton, executive
director of Mississippi’s Center for Violence Prevention,
said changing the practices of
local law enforcement was the
first step in Mississippi’s fight
against human trafficking. She
said local law enforcement
agencies have largely put the
blame on trafficking victims
in the past, neglecting to hold
buyers and traffickers responsible for their crimes and continuing the vicious cycle.
“The buyers went home, the
traffickers got rich and the victims went to jail,” Middleton
said.
Rather than arresting victims, McCutchen said the goal
now is to set victims up with
psychological counselors and
medical teams in order to help
them.
“If we’re not careful, we feed
into exactly what their captors
are telling them, ‘Law enforce-

ment doesn’t care. All they
want to do is lock you up, and
you’re going to have to come
back to me because I’m the one
that’s going to bond you out of
jail,’” McCutchen said.
Middleton said the Center
for Violence Prevention was
involved with Oxford’s most
recent human trafficking operation, enabling them to immediately engage with the victim,
offer them services and try to
begin an appropriate healing
process.
“The ability to come alongside them and offer them victim services, coupled with not
charging them and charging
offenders — it creates a different environment for a victim,”
Middleton said. “They can feel
safe to stand up, because many
of them have never had the opportunity to be supported by
the system.”
In 2017, the Center for Violence Prevention opened The
Tower, the state’s only shelter-in program for adult victims of human trafficking. The
program assists individuals for
up to two years, providing them
with long-term support and
giving them a chance to take
their time to heal.
“It’s just remarkable how
resilient they are and how
courageous they are to say the
things that have happened to
them and to move through it to
the other side,” Middleton said.
“One of the things that we do
when (the victims) get to different places in their recovery
(is that) we hold celebrations
for them because it is celebratory. They live through some
unimaginable horrors.”
Fitch said that one of her
highest priorities is putting
an end to human trafficking in
Mississippi and helping its victims find a way back into society without shame. However,
she said in order to stop human
trafficking, the entire community has to work together.
According to McCutchen,
one local woman identified a
missing child who was being
trafficked while she was at the
nail salon. The woman said that
the situation “just didn’t look
right,” and that the man the
child was with did not seem to
be related to her.
“She’s getting her nails
done, and on her free hand,
looks up the missing exploited children’s website and said,
‘That’s that girl,’” McCutchen
said. “So it’s everybody, all of
us, that take part in it.”
If you suspect someone is
being trafficked, you can call
the Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-788 or text
233733. If you are a victim of
human trafficking and need assistance, contact The Center for
Violence Prevention at 1-800266-4198 for victim’s services.
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UM commits to five-year diversity plan
HADLEY HITSON

dmmanaging@gmail.com

The university debuted its fiveyear plan to advance diversity and
equity at the university on Friday,
y and it asserts several lofty goals,
d including reconciling UM’s racial
e history, creating programs to supe port underrepresented students
and increasing scholarships for
women and women of color.
“Our leadership role in Mississ sippi underscores the importance
t of our efforts and our commitment
- to diversity and inclusion in pur- suit of an equitable living, learning
, and working environment for all,”
o Chancellor Glenn Boyce said in
g an opening statement included in
the plan. “I call on all members of
- our university community to con- tinue to make positive and lasting
t change toward being a welcoming
g place where all members of a di- verse community can succeed.”
The plan, entitled “Pathways
”
to Equity,” serves as the start of
y Phase II of the university’s diversity planning. Phase I included the
“Diversity Matters” plan that then
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter helped
- launch in 2016 and the action plan
e launched by then Chancellor Dan
- Jones in 2014.
Gregory Vincent, executive
e director of the Civil Rights and
r Education Initiative, has aided the
m university in both phases and said
d that he has been glad to see the
progress made at the university
over the past six years that he has
w been involved.
“UM now has the opportuniw
ty to confront the past while also

ILLUSTRATION: KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

UM recognizes
its racial history
and plans for
reconciliation.
forging a positive future. I am confident that the university is ready
to take on this daunting task,” Vincent said in a statement.
According to EJ Edney, the director of the Center for Inclusion
and Cross Cultural Engagement
(CICCE), the Phase II plan has
been in the works for the past year
and will be the guideline for offices
across campus to create individualized “equity and action plans.”
“My hope is that people can

see themselves represented in
these commitments and can readily identify the ways they can help
to advance some of those projects,” Edney said.
Edney said that students
played a central part in the development of the plan and will also
be the “most direct benefactors” of
the initiatives it contains.
“The most important takeaway
from this plan is the transparent
commitment from the division
of diversity and community engagement to address institutional
inequities that have been plaguing
the university for a while now,”
Associated Student Body President Joshua Mannery said. “It’s
rare that we see such a large commitment to something like this
from the university, to be honest.”
Mannery was one of several
student leaders who collaborated
on the plan with university admin-

istrators like Boyce, Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Community
Engagement Shawnboda Mead
and Edney.
“The CICCE and the Vice
Chancellor of Diversity Shawnboda Mead really put a lot of time in
to make sure everything was addressed because we, the Black Coalition presidents, were going to
be very critical of this plan,” Black
Student Union President Nicholas
Crasta said.
Crasta and eight other Black
student leaders demanded a
meeting with Boyce last July amid
controversy surrounding the university’s Confederate cemetery.
Since then, they have had a standing monthly meeting with Boyce
where the group has discussed
campus problems, many of which
are addressed in the diversity strategic plan.
“I think one big thing that a
lot of Black student leaders have
been talking to each other about
is that we came to this school to
get an education, not to start a
movement, not to change everything,” Crasta said. “Some things
just can’t go without being said.
We have to step up when it’s needed, and in the past four years, for
me, a lot of stuff has needed to be
said.”
Crasta said he is glad to see the
university recognizing its issues
and history while attempting to
reconcile both in a transparent
way. The university plans to release “public reports” updating the
community as the plan progresses, according to Crasta.

MANDATE

continued from page 1
tweets and messages today regarding long lines and crowds
around bars in the downtown
area. We are currently under
the Governor’s Executive Order below that states face coverings are required indoors.
Face coverings are not required outdoors,” Tannehill’s
tweet read.
Gov. Tate Reeves’s Executive Order does not require
masks to be worn outdoors.
Businesses are responsible
for making sure the mandate
is enforced inside and outside
their building under the Board
of Alderman’s mandate.
Harris says he hopes people
will abide by the new mandate
and he hopes that people will
be able to cooperate with each
other regarding its enforcement.
“I’m going to do my best
and hope people listen and if
they don’t I assume the police
are walking around and are
going to make them listen,”
Funky’s owner Lee Harris said.
“I don’t know how it’s going to
go to be really honest with you.
Every week it’s something new
that we all try to do together to
make this deal work so that we
can all stay open and I think
every bar and restaurant in this
town tries to do their best.”
As of Monday, Jan. 26,
there have been a total of 5,269
positive COVID-19 cases and
101 deaths due to the virus in
Lafayette County, according to
the Mississippi State Department of Health. There are 394
active cases in Lafayette County, 40 of which were reported
on Monday.
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continued from page 1
grateful whenever I was able to
get back out on the field.”
During her 8-month transition and recovery after surgery,
Ole Miss brought Foster to the
campus. Two days later, she committed.
“I just fell in love with the
place, and it’s been such a blessing ever since,” she said.
In her debut year as a Rebel in
2017, Foster tallied 12 goals and
grasped a Second Team All-SEC
and All-SEC Freshman honor.
The summer before her sophomore year, the Rebel played for
the Chicago Red Stars Reserves
team where she helped secure
a Women’s Professional Soccer
League (WPSL) Central Region
Championship win. She spoke
fondly on her time playing summer ball with the Red Stars.
As a sophomore at Ole Miss,
the left-footed scorer netted eight
goals during the fall season and
was then called to play for the
U-23 United States women’s
national soccer team where she
scored the game-winning goal
over the Chicago Red Stars in the
2019 Thorns Spring Invitational.
Foster said the highlight of
her time at Ole Miss thus far was
when the 2018 squad advanced

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
Register for Spring 2021
Intramural Sports!

Trivia

Registration ends 2/2 Noon

ple can come together for a greater goal or a greater purpose, and
bring different assets to the table
to build off of each other and contribute for the greater good.”
With one more year left of eligibility, Foster is looking forward
to leaving a legacy of being a good
teammate “that’s going to give it
their all every single day and being someone who they know is

“You don’t know what you’ve got until

it’s gone. Losing it for a while and not
being able to play made me all the more
grateful whenever I was able to get back
out on the field.”
- Channing Foster
Ole Miss soccer player

However, she said her focus for
the future season is geared more
toward the team as a whole —
adding to the player’s selfless demeanor on and off the field.
In her four years at the university, Foster said the greatest
lesson she has learned is the ability to put effort into a team.
“I would say one of the biggest
things I’ve learned is buying into
a team and learning to work with
other people and find people’s
strengths,” she said. “Also, I’ve
seen how so many different peo-

looking out for them and that will
fight regardless of the task set before me.”
Although she is a major force
on the offense and a prolific
goal-scorer, Foster will leave Ole
Miss next year with much more
than statistics. Not only does she
emit effortless confidence on the
field, but the forward also leaves
behind traces of unrestricted humility, always placing herself no
higher than the teammates that
stand alongside her.

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

PHOTO COURTESY JOSHUA MCCOY VIA OLE MISS ATHLETICS

to the NCAA Tournament Second Round for the fourth time
in Ole Miss school history. That
same year, Ole Miss alumna
CeCe Kizer set the school record
for most goals scored to 48.
Adding 10 goals during her
junior year and the three from
her most recent stint, Foster now
sits 15 points away from the alltime goal scorer in school history.

Basketball Skills Challenge
Registration ends 2/2 Noon

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com
Outdoor Soccer

Registration ends 2/2 Noon

Bowling

Registration ends 2/2 Noon

Turner Center Room 212
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573
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BASEBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Rebels prepare to
take on Tennessee

RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss women’s basketball team will look to snap a fourgame losing streak this week as it
takes on the Tennessee Volunteers
in Knoxville, Tenn., today. The
Rebels are looking to grasp their
first win against Tennessee since
their last-seen victory in 2017.
Ole Miss currently sits at 7-5
on the season, while Tennessee
holds a 10-3 record. The Volunteers rank No. 3 in the SEC with a
4-1 conference record; Ole Miss is
12th in conference play, with one
win in six games.
The Rebels will rely heavily on
senior Valerie Nesbitt, who put up
18 points against Florida in the
contest last Sunday. Other Rebels
to watch include freshman Madison Scott, who had 14 points, four
rebounds and two assists against
Florida. Freshman Snudda Collins put up 11 points and two re-

bounds in that contest as well.
Collins shows unstoppable force
from outside the arch, draining at
least three 3-pointers in six of the
games this season.
The Ole Miss Rebels will have
their hands full with Tennessee
freshman Marta Suárez, who was
recently named the SEC Freshman of the Week. Suárez is one of
three Vols to start every game this
season, averaging 6.4 points, 5.6
rebounds and 1.3 assists per game.
Her shutdown is key for the Rebels
to see a win this week.
In the Rebel’s previous matchup against Florida on Jan. 24,
slowed momentum in the second
half led the Gators to take the 7868 victory. Tennessee, however, is
coming fresh off of a win in which
they sealed a 70-53 victory over
Kentucky.
Tipoff for the Rebels is set for 6
p.m. in Knoxville, Tenn., and will
be broadcasted live on the SEC
Network+.

Swayze
limits
turnout
RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Snudda Collins (5) and Tiya Douglas (25) guard a Missouri player
late in the game. Ole Miss women’s basketball lost to Missouri
86-77.

Volleyball to open
up spring slate
RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss volleyball
team will make its longawaited return to the court
on Friday when it takes on
the Florida Gators at home.
The Rebels are looking for
their first win of the year after
going 0-6 in the fall season.
The Gators went 6-2.
Florida is ranked No. 10
in the American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA)
Division I Top-25 poll and
No. 11 in the AVCA preseason
poll that was released at the
beginning of January.
Key players of this Ole
Miss team include freshman

Samantha
Schnitta,
who
currently leads the team
with 56 kills and 11 aces.
Freshman G.G. Carvacho
and junior Aubrey Sultemeier
each have 45 kills. Junior
Lauren Thompson leads the
Rebels with 56 digs, followed
by Schnitta who has 51.
Freshman Payton Brgoch
PHOTO COURTESY PETRE THOMAS VIA OLE MISS ATHLETICS.
is also expected to have a
big presence at the net after Samantha Schnitta sets the ball at the match against Missouri last
having 16 blocks in the fall
season.
season while Junior Gabby
Easton tallies 95 assists.
Ole Miss is set to play 16 on the state of Mississippi’s home and visiting teams.
matches over the next nine executive order. There will
The first match of the year
weeks, eight of which they be no seats available for the is set for at 2 p.m. on Friday
will host at the Gillom Center. general public, but player and will be broadcasted on
Attendance will be limited to guests will be allowed for SEC Network +.
10% of regular capacity based

Just like other sports events
affected by COVID-19 restrictions,
Ole Miss baseball’s Swayze Field
will be limited to 25% capacity for
the upcoming season.
Ole Miss’s baseball attendance
plan is based on guidelines from
the SEC and the state of Mississippi in response to COVID-19 to
safely proceed with the 2020-2021
season.
“We are blessed with the most
passionate fans in college baseball,”
Vice Chancellor for Intercollegiate
Athletics Keith Carter said. “We
have been extremely thoughtful in
our planning in order to welcome
as many of our loyal supporters as
possible to Swayze Field over the
course of the season. We regret that
we will not be able to accommodate
everyone, but unfortunately, there
is no perfect solution in these challenging times.”
Starting on Feb. 5, half-season
ticket holders will get first choice
on two half-season options. Each
half-season option includes four
weekend series and at least four
midweek games. Season ticket
holders will be able to make their
socially-distanced seat selections
starting Feb. 8 with a maximum of
four tickets per account.
Camping chairs in groups of
two and four will be provided in
the left and right fields. No seating
outside of permitted areas will be
allowed, and there will also be a
limited number of general admission single-game tickets available
for midweek games.
Right field student tickets will
be $5, going on sale every Monday
before home games.
It has been 316 days since the
Rebels last played ball because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
team is still over a month away
from its first home game against
Arkansas State on Feb. 23.
The Rebels start off their season
play in Arlington, Texas, against
No. 10 Texas Christian University
at 3 p.m. on Feb. 19.
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through
Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No
refunds on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
ACROSS
1- Highly ranked
competitor in sporting
events;
5- Long stories;
10- Globes;
14- Story, often rooted
in folklore;
15- Of first importance;
16- Flood survivor;
17- Folk singer Phil;
18- Relative by
marriage;
19- Smooth sailing;
20- Platinum;
22- Measured with a
watch;
23- Wall St. debut;
24- Short life?;
25- Electric generator;
29- Any part of the face;
33- Up ___ (trapped);
34- Arthur Ashe’s alma
mater;
36- Sale sign;
37- PBS benefactor;
38- European ermine;
39- Do something;
40- Look intently;
42- Excited;
43- Aquarium buildup;
45- Aromatic herb;
47- Modern humans;
49- Out of the ordinary;

50- Nine-digit ID;
51- Muse with a lyre;
54- Apian caretaker;
60- Wise men;
61- ___ Gras;
62- Distinctive quality;
63- Locks up;
64- “As You Like It”
forest;
65- Math course;
66- Observe the
Sabbath;
67- Sturm und ___;
68- Lodge members;
DOWN
1- Pack away;
2- A pop;
3- K-12;
4- Intend;
5- Faucet;
6- The Ponte Vecchio
crosses it;
7- Fish feature;
8- Diary of ___
Housewife;
9- Use a Singer; 1
0- The tiniest bit;
11- Travel aimlessly;
12- Loyal voting bloc;
13- Discard;
21- Pentathlon need;
22- Acapulco aunt;
24- Strike forcefully;
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SOLUTION TO 1.19 PUZZLE

25- Tropical fruit;
26- Shed ___;
27- Feed on grass;
28- Expenditure;
29- National symbols;
30- Grammarian’s
concern;
31- Puerto ___;
32- Adlai’s running
mate;
35- Dove’s sound;
38- Quartz grains;
41- Boastful person;
43- Church section;
44- Striped;

46- Foofaraw;
48- Kind of price;
51- Foreign dignitary;
52- Speed contest;
53- Aeons;
54- Roseanne, once;
55- Mother of the
Valkyries;
56- Biblical garden;
57- Knitting stitch;
58- Actor Estrada;
59- Torn clothing;
61- Deranged;

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

Ole Miss track and field
heads to Arkansas

KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss men’s and women’s
track and field teams will head
to the Razorback Invitational
this weekend for their second
indoor season event. The Woo
Pig Classic, which was planned
to be held in Fayetteville, was
originally scheduled for Jan.
22, but the event was canceled
due to positive COVID-19 tests
and contract tracing.
Nine teams are expected
to compete this weekend on
Jan. 29 and 30 with Ole Miss
including, Colorado, Georgia,
Iowa State, Mississippi State,
Oregon, Southern California
and Stanford.
While the season has just
begun, the Ole Miss teams have
already seen a few standout
competitors.
In Ole Miss’s 2021 indoor
season debut at the Vanderbilt
Commodore Indoor, senior
Rebel runner Anna Elkin
topped the school mile record
recording a 13-second personal
record of 4:46.23. The senior
finished second place in the
mile race but became the
Rebel’s fastest mile record

PHOTO COURTESY PETRE THOMAS VIA OLE MISS ATHLETICS.

Torrence Tuberville lands after completing the long jump at the Blazer
Invite Meet last season.
holder after topping fellow
runner Maddie King’s 4:46.45
in 2019.
In women’s pole vaulting,
freshman Samara McConnell
cleared a 3.95m (12-11.50),
securing a win for the Rebels
and putting her in the record
books as a tie for eighth-best in
school history.
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For the men’s 800-meter
race, junior Baylor Franklin
(1:48.61) and senior Everett
Smulders (1:48.75) secured the
top-two spots, with Franklin’s
score becoming the nation’s
current second-best time and
sixth-best in school history.
Other important highlights
of the Commodore Indoor
Rebel performance include
junior Brandee Presley’s 7.37
time in the women’s 60-meter
dash and senior Elijah Dryer’s
6.83 time in the men’s 60-meter
dash, placing them both in the
runner-up spots.
In the men’s 3k event,
distance runner Robinson
Snider finished second with a
time of 8:12.56 and Ben Savino
finished third with a time of
8:13.20.
Men’s and women’s shot
put, triple jump, 60-meter
hurdles, and 4x400 meter
relays all contained excellent
Rebel performance’s as well.
The established men’s and
women’s track team is set
to begin the tournament on
Friday, Jan. 29 in Fayetteville,
Ark., and the Razorbacks will
livestream the events on their
website.

SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

INTERMEDIATE
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OPINION
The most important subject taught at
UM is its history
JOHN HYDRISKO

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Western philosophy has
tied moral decency with intellectual capacity. In short, a
person who wants to live the
good life probably needs some
knowledge of what good is.
Unsurprisingly, a person seeking this knowledge might begin
at a place promising all sorts of
knowledge: the modern university.
There are some problems
with this approach. The antagonists of the last few centuries
— those who enjoyed massive
systems of murder and plunder and slavery and apartheid
— usually came from “enlightened” places, including here.
The University of Mississippi — founded for the
slavers’ sons — has employed,
educated and empowered some
of the cruelest people to walk
this continent. It has done
so openly and lovingly. The
suffering caused by this school
might be immeasurable, but

measure it we must. The need
for a reckoning has always been
here and has never passed.
The University of Mississippi has one curriculum, and
Ole Miss has another. Much of
what this school has taught me,
including Chebyshev’s theorem and mitochondria’s functions, will fall away, leaving me
neither better nor worse. And
much of what this place has
required me to learn, like that
the health of a society should
be judged by the record of the
nearest football team, will
fester. In my final year as an
undergraduate, my conviction
is that both curricula must be
amended.
With a strange irony, I
believe that this place might
be uniquely equipped to
render minds more full. This
school must graduate students
prepared to face our desperate present in spite of and
because of our horrific past.
The University of Mississippi is
able to educate, to lead others
out of ignorance, so long as it
is willing.

Yet, at every turn, we
have shown the depths of our
unwillingness to learn about
ourselves. Faculty members
who criticize institutional
racism have faced institutional
censorship; movements to take
the names of slaveholders off
of buildings have found little
traction with the administration; plaques meant simply
to contextualize those names
have faced significant backlash. This unwillingness is not
all that surprising. Education
can be a painful process. Still,
it is difficult to learn about a
place that will not learn about
itself. If you cannot learn
something in credit hours, you
must learn it on your own time.
There is a great deal of work
about the University of Mississippi, and much of it comes
from within the university
itself. What follows are a few
of the pieces that I appreciate.
Radiolab released a podcast
episode this past summer that
explores the fight over the state
flag. It includes an interview
with John Hawkins, a former

Black Student Union president
who became the first Black
cheerleader at the school in
1982 and refused to carry a
Confederate flag at football
games. The Southern Documentary Project details James
Meredith’s integration of the
university in 1962 and the
ensuing crisis in this film. The
University of Mississippi Slavery Research Group conducts
research about the history of
slavery on campus and offers
tours of the same. Lessons like
these should be a graduation
requirement for all students,
but until that happens, we are
on our own.
Will a podcast episode
stop white supremacists from

marching on campus? Will
a documentary stop some
students from putting a noose
on a statue of James Meredith?
Will a guided history tour stop
other students from posing
beside the bullet-riddled sign
marking where Emmet Till’s
body was found? I doubt that
a new curriculum would be
enough, but a new curriculum
is needed. These are the histories with which the university
must reckon. This is the education which we should demand.

John Hydrisko is a senior
English, philosophy and
history major from Philadelphia, Penn.

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not be
published. Letters are limited to one per individual per month.
Letters should include contact information, including relationship
to the university, if applicable.

HOW TO TAME
YOUR SCHEDULE

New Courses
PHIL/REL 351 Philosophy of Religion
CJ 450 Criminal Justice Research
CJ 499 Colloquium in Criminal Justice
Spring 2021 Revised Courses
CHEM 103, ES/SRA 511, G St 201,
MATH 268, PSY 201, SPAN 201,
SPAN 202

Web-based, self-paced, semester-possible.

olemiss.edu/istudy
Questions? e-mail istudy@olemiss.edu

* All UM semester rules apply.
38116

Now Hiring! Advertising Sales Position

P O S I T I O N S AVA I L A B L E F O R 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2 S C H O O L Y E A R

Must

have at least two
semesters to
complete before
graduating.

Must

have strong communication
skills and be comfortable
interacting with local
business professionals.

Must

be highly motivated,
organized, dependable,
and attentive to detail.

Previous

sales or retail
experience
preferred but
not required.

Earnings are based on commission. This is excellent work experience for a resume or future employer.

Contact dmads@olemiss.edu for an application.
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CHARGES

continued from page 1
1,500 followers since its creation.
The owner of the account was unable to be reached for comment at
the time of publication.
The bar staff on the Square
has also noticed an uptick in patrons over the past two weeks.
Along with the larger crowds,
staff members of some bars said
people are arriving to the bars
earlier than past semesters.
“The bar is usually full by 4
p.m. or 5 p.m. every day, weekdays included,” Stone Parish,
bar manager at Rooster’s Blues
House, said.
Parish also said that Roosters
has been charging covers every
day, but they generally do not exceed $20.
Peyton Attaway, Funky’s
manager, said the weekend
crowds have picked up substantially since students returned
from winter break. However, Attaway said that Funky’s is often
free to enter.
“We haven’t charged cover since the last home football
game,” Attaway said.
Meanwhile, a Rafter’s staff
member said that they have been
extremely busy in the past couple
weeks.
Picasio Thompson, university
alumni and local comedian, recently took to Twitter to comment
about the issue after discovering
the “Strike the Bars Oxford” page.
Since then, his tweets on the matter have garnered considerable
support.

HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Students arrive at the Square as early as 5 p.m. on weeknights in order to avoid lines at the bars. Covers to
enter bars have been as high as $60 since the pandemic began.
From cities like Nashville,
Las Vegas and Austin, to college towns like Tuscaloosa and
Starkville, Thompson said that he
has never seen cover charges like
those in Oxford. Oxford is widely considered an anomaly when
it comes to cover charges, and
Thompson said he does not believe things will change any time
soon.
“I can easily say, ‘Oh, they’re
just trying to recoup their money for their losses’ or whatever,”
Thompson said. “Well, what
about the other hundreds of
dollars of covers that have been
going on for the last five football
seasons?”
Patrons have continued to
pay cover charges, despite the
fact that they have recently been

as steep as $40 on a weeknight.
In essence, businesses may know
that people are willing to pay, so
prices remain high.
Athens, Georgia has an expansive bar scene. The college
town has a record of 80 bars in
the span of one square mile, the
most bars per capita in the United
States. Mikaela Mooney, a senior
at the University of Georgia, said
that there are 10 to 15 bars where
a big portion of student night life
takes place.
Despite the popularity of the
bars, she almost never has to pay
a cover charge for entry.
“It’s definitely unusual to see
a cover in the city of Athens,”
Mooney said.
The only time that Mooney recalled any cover charges were on

nights of major football games.
She said some bars were charging
$10 covers when UGA had a
home game against Auburn University last fall.
“That’s just the bar’s way of
making a couple extra dollars, but
that’s the only night I can recall,”
Mooney said. “That was just a
night I chose not to go out, I just
went to a party because everyone
was like, ‘We’re not doing a cover,’ so we just stayed in.”
The University of Georgia has
around 10,000 more students enrolled than UM. However, Athens
has a little below 125,000 residents, dwarfing Oxford’s population of roughly 27,000.
About 550 miles northeast
of Oxford, Mississippi, is Oxford, Ohio, where senior Ellie

Baumgartner attends Miami University. The two towns share several key similarities.
Both towns have a similar
number of bars all located in one
section of downtown, and all of
the bars are under similar coronavirus regulations. Most importantly, the majority of students’
social life takes place in a section
of Oxford, Ohio, which, at night,
is akin to a bustling Square.
“We’re definitely a pretty barheavy school,” Baumgartner said.
“Most of our social life goes on in
what we call our uptown. So Oxford, (Ohio) is literally in the middle of a cornfield. Then it’s just
our campus. It’s pretty much all
bars, some restaurants, and you
start going out as soon as you’re
a freshman.”
The similarities in the two
towns’ bar scenes end there,
though, because the only patrons
who have to pay covers are those
under the age of 21.
Typically, a cover for those 18
to 20 would be $9, but Baumgartner said that only occurs at the
most popular bar in town. Otherwise, underage patrons also get in
free.
The highest cover charge she
can remember paying on a night
out was $10. Baumgartner said
that if charges were any higher,
students in Ohio would probably
stick to partying at home.
That is the attitude supporters
of the Instagram page “Strike the
Bars Oxford” are attempting to
cultivate on the Square, but thus
far, it is unclear whether they
have made any impact.

SPRING BREAK may be cancelled
but not your SPRING BODY.

HOTWORX offers 24/7 unlimited access to
virtually instructed infrared sauna workouts.
Using innovative infrared technology, each
15-minute HIIT or 30-minute Isometric session
provides incredible results in less time!
Try All of our Virtually Instructed Workouts:
HOT ISO

HOT PILATES

HOT BARRE NONE
HOT BANDS

HOT YOGA

HOT CORE

HOT CYCLE

HOT BUNS

HOT WARRIOR

HOT BLAST

HOTWORX.NET/STUDIO/OXFORD
916 E JACKSON AVE | Located on the Square
(662) 638-3580

@HOTWORXOxford
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